346                   THE POSITION AND SPIRIT

It is difficult to comprehend such a spirit of inhumanity
on the part of men bearing the British name. There is
some ground, too, for the supposition, that had not one
of the missionaries threatened to share the dangers of
the Christians, and to remain out of the fort, they
would have been left to their fate; and, to a moral cer-
tainty, that fate would have been a general massacre.
The Christians had already afforded important aid to
the Government, and were about to render still more
valuable assistance. On admission into the fort, they
were called upon to undertake any and every kind of
labour that was imposed on them. This was proper.
At such times it was absolutely necessary that every
hand should be actively employed. Civilians, officers,
clerks, soldiers, native Christians, and all other occu-
pants of the fort, laboured as men in earnest to save
their lives and those of their families. Many of the
native Christians took the places of the heathen and
Mohammedan servants, who abandoned the fort when
they imagined it was liable to an attack. Had the na-
tive Christians not been then present, I fear the resi-
dents, who numbered some four or five thousand persons,
would have experienced great inconvenience. On a
diminution of the danger, many of the servants returned,
when the Christians weretess needed for this duty. In
addition to the service thus rendered, some of the na-
tive Christians assisted the artillerymen in manning the
guns, and others were employed in various ways, both
in the civil and military department.
In many places the Christians were, and still are,